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REMahkk 



Appucants respectfiiUy traverse this rejection. 

Ctam 26 rcctt, « ««iv. m.te,W p«*= induding cobale expounds comprid«g . 
^.^»b.H„a„d™e3sU...,ub,e.b.,.o„ .^^^^ 

^» .oh«c„ a.d a,„,om sotab. tavtog » oxidi«i„g ,3) b, 

^d.„„ox,gc„a«.o,pHcre.Suoha.ba,.»™p„^„^^J^^*^;-' 

"N«M.x,* .obeyed asas.a«i.g„a.Ha,,wb^cob.hb,d««d..«„b«in^ 
ft^^ce.a„yof,b.ab„v...™e„„.^^^.„^,^^,^,^^^J^"- 

the atanmj materia,, (p^^ 7 .j^,^ 1 -12 »,d lines 29-33.) 

'^^f ™~''^''P««'»^"^"»~«hcraddfti«b«„,acob.,,co«,po™^ 

"""" ~y b. a «*.H 

maat cobaft hydrcdde. cobalt n,ooox!d., cobal. ^^.^^^ „„bah compound .nay 

beprov,ded™teatfl,e«^ea.of«KWcobahcompo»nddiacus«dd»ve Ilu, 
AppI,caaB^pecrtUUy,„bmi..b.^feex.„p,^tt.„^,^p^„,^^^^_J^^ 

past, may mdvde coWt compound beta, , ««cd cobalt hyd«,xid. mi a «ond cobal, 
«ompomid batag any of a cobalt metal, cobalt hydrodde, cobalt monorid., and cobah sulfttc. 
Accoidingly, ApplicaMs respectftdly submit that the specification is enabling for both cobalt 
compounds lecited in claim 26. 
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Applicants traverse this rejection. 

As noted above, claim 26 recites ao active material paste including cobalt compounds 
compnsing a haidly-soluble cobalt compomd and an easUy-soluble cobalt compound. For tiie 
same teasons discussed above. Applicants respectfully submit that claim 26 is definite for an 
acuve material having a hardly-soluble cobalt compound and an easily-soluble cobalt compound 
In sununaor. Applicants disclose, on the one hand, a hanUy-soIuble cobalt compound according 
to the present invention. ,vhere a cobalt hydroxide is used as a starting material. The cobalt 
hydroxide, after being subjected for instance to any of the above treatments, results in a cobalt 
compound that is different fiom the starting material. (Page 7, lines 1-12 and lines 29-33.) On 
the other hand, the active material paste includes anotiier additive being tiic easily soluble cobalt 
compound. This compound may be a cobalt metel, cobalt hydroxide, cobalt monoxide, and 
cobalt sulfate, where such cobalt compound is not subjected to treatment as the former cobalt 
compound. Hus. Applicants respectfully submit that claims 26-33 are definite. 

Favorable reconsideration and witiidrawal of the rejection are tespectfully requested. 
Claims 26-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Uramoto at al. (JP 61-183868). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claim 26 is directed to an alkaline storage battery including a positive electrode plate. 
Claim 26 recites tiiat the positive electrode plate includes an active material paste containing a 
nickel hydroxide powder and cobalt compounds defined as a hanJly-soIuble cobalt compound 
and an easily-soluble cobalt compound. That is, ti,e claimed invention provides an active 
material of nickel hydroxide and the cobalt compounds. (Page 7, lines 1-12 and lines 29-33.) 

The claimed invention provides advantages such that a positive electrode may be 
produced by using an active material paste obtained by mixing tiie foregoing hardly-soluble 
cobalt compound with an easily-soluble cobalt compound. In an alkaline storage batteiy as the 
claimed invention, tiie hardly-soluble forms a tight network, while tiie easily-soluble compound 
forms a fme network. Such a configuration provides a conductive network witii higher density in 
the positive electrode plate, thereby providing an advantageous effect of enabling a high power 
output. Furtbermore, tfie use of tile hardly-soluble cobalt compound, as produced, allows a 
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an 



uses, 



ri;«i«^ . . '-^"^""xigmaTcnaj. is demonstrated bv the X-mv 

compound 2), aod a bro^ish colo, (for compound 3). For *is „«c. » »=11. todw. 
^ubl. co.,1. compound Of ft. clatoed tave«ion « difl^ tan of 4. con«i,„c«s « «„ 
active material of Uramoto et al. 

Thus, Uramoto et al. does not disclose the hardly-soluble cobalt compomid as nxited in 
claim 26. 

Moreover, there is no teachitjg or suggestion in Uramoto et al. to modify its active 
material to lead to the features of the present invention. Uramoto et al. does not mention 
anything as to a haidly-soluble cobalt compound or any advantages that would arise therefrom. 
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eM „ A. ^expected ..suta enjoyed by fte ctoed i„ve«i„„. „^ ' 

ajJowable for at least the same reasons as elflin, 9* a v . » 
27-33a..,aKrd«e respect to any of claim. 



Favo^ble „co:«ide»tioa ^ «mr^ ^ 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dated: July 29, 2005 



l^uajas lUMueller 
Reg.[|)lo.: 30,300 

Harare, Schumami, Mueller & Laison. P C 
P.O. Box 2902-0902 



Minneapolis, MN 55402 
OPM^AW 612.455.3800 
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